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Ofsted Grade Descriptors

This document highlights the Outstanding grade descriptors that could be demonstrated by a school which has successfully implemented a whole-school CA approach.  

The quality of pupils’ learning and their progress and the quality of learning for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities and their progress: grade descriptors

	Outstanding

(1)
	The pupils acquire knowledge, develop understanding and learn and practise skills exceptionally well. Pupils demonstrate excellent concentration and are rarely off task, even in extended periods without direction from an adult. They have developed resilience when tackling challenging activities in a range of subjects. Their keenness and commitment to succeed in all aspects of school life and ability to grasp opportunities to extend and improve their learning are exceptional. Progress is at least good in each key stage, key subjects and for different groups and is exemplary in some. 


Pupils’ behaviour: grade descriptors

	Outstanding

(1)
	Pupils’ consistently thoughtful behaviour is an outstanding factor in their successful learning and creates an extremely positive school ethos. Pupils are highly considerate and very supportive of each other in lessons. Behaviour for all groups around the school is exemplary and pupils encourage others to conduct themselves well. 


The extent to which pupils develop workplace and other skills that will contribute to their future economic well-being: grade descriptors 

	Outstanding 

(1)
	The pupils’ application of their basic skills across many areas of school life is innovative and highly effective. They have a wide range of well-honed skills that are highly relevant to their next phase of their life in education, training, employment or other constructive activity. They are aspirational, know precisely what they need to do and are determined to succeed. Pupils’ attendance is likely to be at least above average and their punctuality exemplary.


The extent of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development: grade descriptors

	Outstanding 

(1)
	Pupils think deeply about their own and others’ experiences and try to relate them to a clear set of personal values. They have a keen interest in ethical issues, act in a principled manner and understand the importance of reassessing values in the light of experience. The pupils resolve conflicts intelligently and seek consensus while accepting the right of others to hold different opinions and beliefs. They have a very good insight, based on first-hand experience, into similarities and differences between their own and others’ cultures and how these are constantly changing. They are open to new ideas, appreciate cultural diversity and challenge racism.


The quality of teaching and the use of assessment to support learning: grade descriptors

	Outstanding

(1)
	Teaching is at least good and much is outstanding, with the result that the pupils are making exceptional progress. It is highly effective in inspiring pupils and ensuring that they learn extremely well. Excellent subject knowledge is applied consistently to challenge and inspire pupils. Resources, including new technology, make a marked contribution to the quality of learning, as does the precisely targeted support provided by other adults. Teachers and other adults are acutely aware of their pupils’ capabilities and of their prior learning and understanding, and plan very effectively to build on these. Marking and dialogue between teachers, other adults and pupils are consistently of a very high quality. Pupils understand in detail how to improve their work and are consistently supported in doing so. Teachers systematically and effectively check pupils’ understanding throughout lessons, anticipating where they may need to intervene and doing so with striking impact on the quality of learning. 


The extent to which the curriculum meets pupils’ needs, including, where relevant, through partnerships: grade descriptors

	Outstanding 

(1)
	The school’s curriculum provides memorable experiences and rich opportunities for high-quality learning and wider personal development and well-being. The school may be at the forefront of successful, innovative curriculum design in some areas. A curriculum with overall breadth and balance provides pupils with their full entitlement and is customised to meet the changing needs of individuals and groups. There are highly tailored programmes for a wide range of pupils with different needs. Cross-curricular provision, including literacy, numeracy and ICT, is mainly outstanding and there is nothing less than good. As a result, all groups of pupils benefit from a highly coherent and relevant curriculum which promotes outstanding outcomes. 


Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage: grade descriptors

	Outstanding 

(1)
	For most children, the outcomes are at least good and the majority of outcomes are outstanding. Children are eager to attend and make significant gains in their learning. They have consistently good and often excellent levels of achievement and most children demonstrate outstanding progress in developing the skills that will help them in the future. Children play a dynamic role in their learning and, wherever possible, offer their ideas and respond to challenges with great enthusiasm. They show high levels of independence, curiosity, imagination and concentration. Relationships are very strong at all levels, and children respect and tolerate each other’s differences. All children show that they are developing a very good understanding of how to keep themselves safe and healthy. They demonstrate exceptionally positive behaviour and high levels of self-control. Older and more able children say they feel safe at the setting/school. Children are confident to share concerns with their key person/childminder or other adults at the setting/school.


The quality of provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage: grade descriptors

	Outstanding

(1)
	The provision is at least good in all major aspects and is exemplary in most. A highly stimulating and welcoming environment fully reflects the children’s backgrounds and the wider community. The exceptional organisation of the educational programmes reflects rich, varied and imaginative experiences that meet the needs of all children exceedingly well. Assessment through high-quality observations is rigorous and the information gained is used very effectively to guide planning. Teaching is rooted in expert knowledge of the learning and development requirements and a full understanding of how young children learn and progress. Inspirational and innovative teaching motivates children. Adults consistently give the highest priority to safeguarding all children. Children’s health, safety and well-being are significantly enhanced by the robust and highly consistent implementation of policies, procedures and practice that are individual to the setting. Practitioners are highly skilled and sensitive in their management of children and their behaviour. Relationships are excellent. 
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