Cognitive Acceleration Lesson Observation Frame

	Teacher name:                                                         Year group:

Observer:                                                                  Date:

	 
	Observations

	Concrete preparation:

· Does the ‘hook’ engage the children?

· Does the introduction move at the right speed into challenging children’s thinking?

· Are the children given opportunities to handle and explore the resources?

· Is vocabulary clarified and agreed so that children understand the task?
	

	Cognitive challenge:

· Is the challenge presented clearly to the children?

· Is the level of challenge appropriate for all levels within the class?

· Is there a clear increase in challenge as a new episode begins?
· Are students encouraged to persevere as they struggle to find a solution?
· Do the teacher’s questions and comments probe children’s understanding of the problem?
	

	Social construction:

· Do the children listen actively to their peers?

· Is there evidence of the children leading the learning and the construction of solutions?

· Does the teacher successfully facilitate good behaviour for social construction?

· Is there evidence of the teacher facilitating the shared construction of ideas?

· How responsive is the teacher to the pace at which the children are working?

· Does the teacher allow sufficient time for children to construct their thinking?

· Is the balance of time appropriately shared between personal, paired, group and whole class thinking?
	

	Metacognition:

· Are the children given opportunities to explain and reflect on their thinking?
· Are the children left with questions or issues to reflect on beyond the time allocated to the lesson?
· Are the most able given the opportunity to consider the problem at a more challenging level?
	

	Classroom culture:

· Are the children prepared to take risks?
· Do children explore a variety of ideas?
· Do children respond well to and give constructive criticism?
· Do the children have positive view of themselves as learners?
· Are the children left with questions or issues to reflect on beyond the time allocated to the lesson?
	

	% of children engaged with learning at different parts of the lesson:


	% teacher talk and % student overall:


	Pupil comments:

What did you think of the lesson?  What did you learn in this lesson? What was the best thing about the lesson?  What was the worst thing about the lesson?  Do you like thinking lessons or Maths lessons best?  If you had this lesson again, how could it be improved?

	

	Teacher self-evaluation

	

	Strengths

	

	Areas for development

	


Teacher signature:                                                      Observer signature:
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