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The International Conference on Thinking is held every two years at different locations around the world. It attracts a wide range of presentations from some of the best known names in the Thinking Business (David Perkins, Edward de Bono, Guy Claxton) through a few snake-oil merchants to some (let us not put too fine a point on this) nuts. The great thing about ICOT is its unpredictability. Staid academia it is not, that’s what makes it such fun.

This year the conference was hosted by Carol McGuinness at Queen’s University Belfast. The sun shone, and the world turned up to sample an eclectic mixture of thinking programmes and thoughtful presentations as well as a pint or two of Guinness. As it was nearly on our doorstep, Cognitive Acceleration turned up in force to represent the respectable, evidence-based sector of the Thinking Marketplace. We had two multi-paper seminars, a workshop and one invited lecture and overall we feel that we made a significant impact on the conference, raising the profile of CA again after a period of relative quiescence.

Seminar 1
1a. John Crossland presented some ideas relating cognitive acceleration to new understandings which are developing about brain functions
1b. Mundher Adhami and Sarah Seleznyov addressed some pertinent curriculum implications of primary CAME, using ratio and proportion as an example.
1c. Bernaditta Torenero presented a paper co-written with Chris Harrison in which she described a recent study exploring a new model of CASE teacher Professional Development.

Seminar 2
2a. Mary Oliver from the University of Western Australia presented some early (and very encouraging) results from an implementation of CASE in WA.
2b. Barry Gunter reported a study from one school which was adopting CASE, based on teachers’ recollections and reflections as they developed from technical proficiency towards intuitive practice.
2c. Lynda Maple and Gill Potter described their approach to PD for primary CAME, in which teachers gain mathematical knowledge as well as confidence in handling open-ended situations.
2d. Alan Edmiston gave an account of a 1 or 2-day intensive PD programme for primary CA teachers in which they develop new lessons, try them, and reflect on what they have learnt in this process of action research.

Workshop
Carolyn Yates and Ken Gouge ran a workshop session using their CA through the Arts and Literacy programmes.

Invited Lecture
Philip Adey explored barriers to the implementation of programmes which, like CASE, had demonstrated substantial evidence of effects and yet were still only adopted by a minority. He suggested that we need to appeal not only to reason, but also to teachers’ fundamental beliefs and he speculated what conditions would make for the emergence of a Thinking Society. (In the light of subsequent events, is it too much to hope that the eclipse of the Murdoch empire might bring that ideal a little closer?)

Apart from the impact that the CA sessions had on the conference, we all benefitted from getting a wider sense of what else is going on in the Thinking world and realising, frankly, how good CA is (theory-based and evidential) compared with a lot of the stuff out there.
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